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give crewsthe skills tocompet in our end of yearroad rally, TheNorthern Night
Owls. Des Ceintroduced crewsto the type of navigatiorused in atypical Night
Navigational Rally. Most dhem made a good attempt atvorking outthe co
ordinates deciphering the tulip diagrams anudotting the route on their OS maps.

The next gold cup event is TAerochar Alps which will build on the skills acquired on
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introducecrewsto new challengedor driver and navigator.

There are four events in all in the ERDC goldseuges. If you successfully complete
three events you will be eligible for@OLCCup.

Great newdrom the Automobile Club de Monagthey have granted us a Glasgow
{GFNI F2NJ ySEG &SI ND&a Mare infdrmdadon o ojow.S /| |

Last month we were very sad to announce the passing of one of the stalwarts of the
Classic car movement in Scotland, Alan Duncan. June and diexdténs funeral in
Glasgow anavere moved by the tribute paid to Alan by his good friend Des Canaway.
Des has kindly given us permission to includertbste in this newsletter.
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MidgetK series 5 speed conversi@n article by Stuart&kier on his experience of
LNAAK az2d2NRLEZ2NIZ 9ws5/ ySga AyOfdzZRAy3
Campbelland lastbut not leasta Monte 2024update.5 2 Y QI ¥dv SakpageK S
at the end of thimewsletter

Please note that the ERDC AGM which was provisionally planned for 6 April has bee
re-scheduleduntil the end of April as it clashes with Easter holidays. ERDC members
will be informed of the arrangements by email.

Douglas Anderson

dglandersonl@yahoo.co.uk
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Alan Duncan 139 ¢ 2023

Memories of Alan and Classic Cars by Des Canaway

| first met Alan 10 years ago through the Kirkintilloch and District classic vehicle club.
This was the club he started as he saw a neetikeiminded classic vehicle owners
in and around Kirkintilloch.

He was a people person. He would always introduce himself and once he had youl
number, he made sure you were kept informed on what was going on in the club. If
he saw a classic car he wouldmediately speak to the owner and try and encourage
them to join and take part in his club. He was the driving force behind the Gub.
Tuesday nighclub meetings he would organise local runs over the Campsie hills to
various hostelries and furtheriatd to Inveraray, Glencoe, inviting the Capri, Stirling
and Oban clubs with weekends to Arisaig including longer ¢ripge NC 500, and to

his beloved western isles. If you showed an interest in the trips he was never off the
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He was keen to share his love of the western isles with their beautiful beaches. On

our Lewis trip his apartment was across the landing and every day he knocked on ou
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it was a great weekAnywhere he went he made a point of contacting the local classic
clubs so we could all meet up. The Western isles classic car club was ong,hHekno
made a lot of friends there.

He loved his Celicas and with his
codriver Cath travelled many
miles including travelling to
Monaco and ReimsOn the trip

y to Monaco every corner we
| turned there was the yellow
Celica with Alan coming to a halt
and leging out of it with his
camera to take photographs!

On that trip we went up to a
restaurant, Le Trois Va#ls on
the Col de Turini- a mecca for car enthusiasts, promptly to be thrown out as the
Renault team had booked it. It was snowing heavily ated lze was pleased to find
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and cemented a lot of good friends on that trip.
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hisfavourite local event drawing together his friends from various other classic clubs
and he got to see his favourite dance troupe, The Cup Cake Girls and take more
photographs. He was always looking at a photo opportunity whether it was classic
cars, mounains or beaches. Somewhere in the world there must be a room with a

large computer just storing all of his photographs. So we can all carry on enjoying
them.

| imagine Alan will be looking down at us today with a great big smile and a camera
in hand watbing all the cars following him for the last time.

To our founder, our chairman, but above all our friend Big

Thank you, you will always be in our thoughts and our hearts.
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the time it had finished everything was covered in snow. It was great to see that so
many club memberbrought their classics out and followed the cortege to Daldowie

It must have been a great comfort to Cath and the family.



UPDATE
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saw a rust free Sprite for sale, | had to buy it and put it to good use. The first ADO will
be an allsingingall dancing coupé. In contrast my new acquisition will be left
standard apart from an ADO body. These two cars will complement one another as |
anticipate that most prospective owners will simply want a body change. Some
others will want the fll worksi.e.twin cam engine, 5 speed box, etc, etc.

The suspension kit produced by Malcolm le Chevalier arrived the other day and it
looks top notch. [ intend to fit it to my current MK&prite,and | will let you know
how | get on fitting it and howt affects the handling of the car.




M G Midget KSeries S3oeed Gonverson Smon Ganderton Part6
dutch Actuation

The Mazda gearbox uses a very conventional hydraulic clutch actuation system, the output
from the Midget® master cylinder being cagable of operatingthe Mazda save cylinder. The
slave cylinder has agood length of flexible hose asstandard and this was able to reachto
where the Midget@fixed clutchpipeislocated. Iwasable toreplacethe flare union with one
to suit the MazdaQ, it all connected up and just worked.

Hectrical Wiring

| have had afewiterations ofwiringin my Midget, asthe first K-seriesconverson wasan SPI
| quite simply added the additional engine loom to the MidgetQ aiginalloom. Asthe SA used

the little black relay box it was the simplest way to connect it. With the change to the MPI|

dedded to make amore integrated loom with a new fuse box andsome bulkhead nounted

relays. | also chose to mount the EQU to the offside inner wing, this meant that the ergine
wiringwasall kept to that area.

The method that | used wasto lay aut all of the wiring roughly in place holding it together
with zip ties. | thenwrapped the loom with non-adhesive loom tape, makingit neat asl went
and pushing anyslack toone end of the loom. When | arived at the end point, being a
connector or relay, etc. Iterminatedthe wire asappropriate, this gave avery neatloom which
lookslike it wasmade to fit ¢ asit was.

One trick that | used which was very helpful was to draw a wiring diagram with all
connections andcoloursshown. Ths dlowed meto check and double dheck the onnections
being planned before cutting anywire, it also allowed me to plan where wnnections were
best placedand where the earths wauld be. Raherthan routing adozen little eath wiresto
a chassis earth point, | joined them within the loom as Iwent dong so that only one, larger
wire neededto be connected to the chassk point.

The one significantconsideration for any conversion iswhich BQU to use, thisis because later
ECUsare tied to the security module and this will then need to be included into the ca@
wiring. | hadan BEQU that did not have thisissue, Idon@know how or why but | haven®@argued
about it. Having afactory immobiliser would be a good thing so the next wiringupgrade may
include one.

Cooling

As lhadretained the standard radiator format and the standard Midget heaer assembly it
waseasy to identify where the coolant pipes hado runto connectto these items. | uised the
standard K-series thermostat andran a convoluted flexi-hose straight to the bottom of the
radiator. | ran a standard coolant hose from the thermostat bypass upto the heater matrix
outlet. The coolant outlet from the engine is row right at the back of the engine bay ¢
convenient for the inlet to the heater matrix but this also hasto be connectedto the top of
the radiator. It is also the location of the coolant temperature sensor. It might be possible



to find anoutlet adapter from one of the K-series applications that worksbut as Ididn@have
one that worked for me, | fabricated one from steel which enable meto placethe right size
tubeswhere | neededthem. In this cae the small outlet for the heater went straight back,
thelarge outlet to the radiator went straight up and the temperature sensor wasfitted in the
middle, usng anut with the correctthread.

With the engine coolant outlet now sited I fitted a90 degree hose pointingforward and used
analuminiumtube to carry the coolant forward to a short connecting hose into the radiator.
The radiator has asmall electric fan attached whichis operated using athermostatic switch
mounted just after the thermostat outlet. | suspect it may bepossible to get the BEQU to
control the fan, but | hadthis switch setup from the SPI anathose to stickwith it. Using this
setup | have not seen any issueswith the cooling.
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Oil Alter

The location of the K-seriesoil filter housing meanghat it cannot be attached to the engine
because of the chassisandit is fareasier to move the oil filter thanto modify the chasss. The
route that Ichose wasto madine an aluminium block to be attached to the engine in place
of the ail filter housing whichhad a pair of outlets for the connection of flexible hoses. These
hoses then run forward and connectinto the backof the original oil filter housing which is
mounted to the chasss at the nearside just above thesteeringrack. hisgiveseasy acessto
change thefilter whenneeded.



The hose connections used were standard ¥£ BSPthreadedones, the holes in the
backof the oil filter housing andthe new oil filter take-off were drilled to size and
tapped. The mnnectionswere then screwed in with PTFEapeto ensure agood seal.

Oil Filter Adapter Oil Rlter Housing

The housing that lused also indudes asmall union with atiny mpper pipe coming
fromit, thisis atachedto a small plastic tube which runs along with the wiring loom
up to the oil pressure gauge.

Bxhaust

The exhaust manifold used was the standard K-series 4 ¢ 2 ¢ 1 sygem with a dlight
modification to correct the alignment. Icut the manifold just above the 4 ¢ 2 flange,
fitted the flange to the downpipes andoffered this up under the car such that the
downpipes «ited in the right placeandthe Lanbda sensor aligned with a gap in the
chasgs for access. | then tack weded the flange backto the manifold tubes and fully
weldedit on the bench.

With the top section finished it was dtached to the engine and the downpipes ait to
length to allow the lower 2 ¢ 1 joint to be added with the rest of the exhaust pipe
pointing backwvards. With everything assembled a straight through exhaust sygem
including aCherry Bomb wasfabricated. Though Cherry Bombs carbe loud | found that
with the smoothness of the K-seriesit wasfine to drive under moderate load with a
sporty note but not too loud.



Motorsport In Ireland Stuart Bankier

Derek Walker Trial organised by the MG Car Club Ulster Centre

L KFER FNN}Yy3ISR gAGK Y& FTNRASYR b2St /20KNIyYyS
the end of January but a couple of days before | left hdvoel asked if | would navigate for

his son David instead. In less than a nano second | said yes. | marshalled on this event last year
with Siobhan and it looked like a great day out with all manner of classic and modern cars
entered. This year was ndifferent and the thirty third running of the event attracted an

entry of nearly 50 cars with no fewer than nine Midgets, two Sprites and three GIGBThe

event attracted a very varied entry which included an Austin 7, VW Beetle, Morris Oxford,
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split into separate classes: one for those with BMC engines and a second for those with other
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crossflow, Ford Duratec and K series engines.

The event started from Kilraughts Presbyterian Church and only in Ireland could the
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day out and remindedis that we would be welcome should we wish to return next day for

the Sunday service! The format of the event was nine tests before lunch in a 30 mile route
followed by a further nine tests in the afternoon all but one of which were repeats of the
mornings tests. Nearly all of the tests were in farmyard complexes and it was to be a very
muddy day out.
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David Cochrane Stuart Bankier MG Midget



On these events when you arrive at each venue you can usually walk the tests so after a quick
squint at the fist test it was back in the car and time to tighten the seat belts. The first test
was pretty typical with a quick blast round a cone in a farmyard before disappearing into the
farm complex which included a trip into a very slippery barn and some muddydecess

roads. Itwas all a bit oftdur and quickest on this test was Damien Moore and Tony Anderson

in a Citroen Saxo followed by Will Corry and Pete More in another Midget and Robert Dickson
and Robert Robinson in a Cooper S. We were fourth fasteseconds slower than the Saxo.

This was to be the pattern for the day as we swopped times all day and each of these four
cars took turns at taking the fastest times on tests. We struggled on two occasions when the
Ol NJ ¢ 2 dzt Rev€sebuSlyad sudtBat that the other crews had their issues too.
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bit too valuable for throwing round farmyards. The car has been deseamed and is absolutely
immaculate having bee lightened wherever possible. Even the ddwandles,and the

external hinges have all been drilled to lose that extra bit of weight.

Will Corry is usually the man to beat and as we head towlarish,he gradually pulled out a

slender lead over the Coop& of Robert Dickson but Test 16 included a very challenging
manoeuvre round one cone before reversing between two more and then heading forwards
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guicker than agone else sealing his fourth victory in the event in thirty years by a margin of

five seconds.




These events in Northern Ireland are great fun, very competitive and usually attract about 50
entries. Great value at £ 65 including breakfast and lunchas w Ireland for a long weekend

and managed to also go to look at the SS Nomadic, the Ulster Museum and the Transport
Museumc all very interestingLuckily,| was flying Easyjet rather than Flybe as it was the
weekend it went bust ! I hope | might getdidafor another event later in the year.

Photos courtesy of Pee Speed Photography

Results

1t Robert Dickson Robert Robinson Mini Cooper S
2" Will Corry Peter Moreland Moore MG Midget
39 Damien Mooney Tony Anderson Citroen Saxo
4" DavidCochrane Stuart Bankier MG Midget
5 Mark Francis Aaron Annett ToyotaYaris

Angus Johnson Patrick Johnson Austin 7 Ulster
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Bryan Mutch Ken Mcentee Morris Oxford with a touch of oppositk loc
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HISTORIQUE

100 th Anniversaryof the Glasgow Start

Plans are taking shape for the
Glasgow Start of the 2024
Rallye Monte Carlo Historique.
This Start marks a very
significant date in the history
of the Monte. It is exactly 100
years since the inaugural
Glasgow Start in 1924. We
want to make this annivsary
very special, so we need as
many entries as possible. We
are looking for both seasoned
competitors as well as first
timers. If you have always
wanted to take part in an
. , International Event, this is the
one to enter. Nothlng comes close to this Webiamous Rallye. Itis unique.
We shall do everything we can to support your entry from advising you on
the right car, how to prepare the car and suggest possible sources of
sponsorship. We want to make it possible for anyone to enWe need
your ertry to make this special anniversary one to remember.
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There are also plans for a 0@nniversary event for prgvar and postwar
cars. This event will follow after the Historiques. It will be a Glasgow only
Start and will have its own itinerary throbgFrance. There will be no
overnight driving. This event will reflect the early history of the Monte with
an optional wigglavaggle test, a mountain circuit and concours and safety
competitions.

Although we are at the
early stage of planning this
event, we can say that it
== will start with a prerallye

“" dinner at the Blythswood
Square Hotel and finish

with a black tie dinner at
the Automobile Club de
Monaco. It will be a
unique and challenging run
through the UK across
France over the Alps then
down to the Principality of

Monaco, with the prospect
of blue skies and sunshine.




If you are interested in either of these events, please get in touch with
Douglas Anderson by emalljlandersonl@yahoo.co.uk
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ERDC EVENTS 2023

4 November 2023

NORTHERN

Ecosse Rallye Drivers Club

18 November 2023
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Ecosse Rallye Drivers Club

DesColsR Q9 O 2 & &25/26 March2023 Margaret Campbell

Saturdaymorning and 17 carsand
crews met at the Harvester
restaurant, Broxden Perth. Some
had stayed the night before, and
somerolled up for the 8am signing
on. After aheartybreakfastincluded
in the entry fee we had a briefing by
Juneand Oliverandthe first carwas
away at 9am. Heading towards
"( Moneydiewe encounteredour first

AN




pieceof unplannednavigationjust north of Pitcairngreerwherewe hadto make
a small detour due to a closedroad with men working ¢ double time on a
Saturdayg so no nippingthrough. Thedetour took us overthe A9to Luncarty
and Stanley,backover the A9 and backen route to Little Glensheeover very
minor roadswith sharpbendstiny bridgesandlovelyviews.
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Wethen joinedthe A822andheadedup the { Y IGEntill we turned left along
GlenQuaichandup overthe hill to drop backdown into Kenmorewherewe had
our first stop at Mains of Taymouth.Therewas a distinct smell of hot brakes
when we stoppedasa result of the steep hill and hairpin bendscomingdown
into Kenmore.

After coffeeand a blether, we headedout of Kenmoreon the A827for a short
while before turning towards Fortingalland north towards KinlochRannoch,
GlenErtochtyand onto the A9 at Dalnacardoch.Leavinghe A9 at Dalwhinnie
we followedthe road pastthe distilleryandon towardsLaggarthen turnedright
towards Glentrium and after passingthe centre of ScotlandStonewe turned
onto the A9for a shortwhile beforewe headedin towardsNewtonmorefor the
lunchhalt.




After lunch,we headedon through Newtonmore,Kingussiend onto the B970
where we passedby the impressiveruins of RuthvenBarracksand on through
Feshiebrige to CoylumbridgeBoat of Garten(where the steamtrain runsto
from Aviemore)andCarrbridgevhere onceagainwe joinedthe A9north. Upon
reaching Slochdsummit we turned off the A9 and followed a smallerroad
twisting round underthe A9andrailwayviaductandoverthe river Findhornon
avery narrow bridgewith a signstatinga 2 yohe&ehicleond NXA RharSack
under viaductand A9, through Tomatinand backto the A9 where we headed
north to Dalmagarryto takethe B9154.

Shortlyafter turning off the A9 the first navigationaltest began. Havingbeen
givenOSmapreferencesanddirectionof entry andexit of route checkswe had
to plot our wayalonga seriesof unclassifiedroads. Therewere no codeboards,
but we did have questionsto answeralongthe route as proof of travel and
direction of travel. The
navigation test was
approximately 20 miles
and finished just before
CawdorCastle. We then
. headedover DavaMoor
on the A939to Grantown
on Spey and our
overnighthalt.

Before dinner raffle
tickets were sold with




proceedsgoingto the DisastersEmergencyCommitteefor the Earthquakein
Turkey and Syria. The raffle was drawn after dinner - Douglashad kindly
donated someMonte memorabiliaasprizesand there wasalsoa prizefor the
furthest travelled crew which went to Michael and Gillian Helm who had
travelled from Esseespeciallyfor the event. Our Bristol412wonthe d @2 (1 SR
T 2 dhEalthoughl believeit wasa closelyrun vote. After allthe prizegivingwe
retired to bed althoughl believesomestayedup for the entertainmentin the

form of asingerwho | mustsaysoundedok. Overthe daythe weatherwaskind

to us after a night of heavyrain it was mostly dry and dull without bright
sunshinebut clearenoughto enjoythe wonderful viewswe experienced.

Day?2

We woke on Sundaymorningto a heavysnowshowerandon lookingout of the
windows most of the carshad a coveringof the white stuff on them. It was
reassuringo seea coupleof snow ploughson the road while we were having
breakfastas we were goingto be driving over the Lecht(2113ft) later in the
morning. 5 NA bBefidg &as at 8.45amand an alternate route had quickly
beendrawnup shouldthe snowgatesbe closedat Tomintoul. After the briefing,

levelswere checkedwindowscleared,enginesstartedand we headedoff.
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LeavingGrantownwe headedalongthe north sideof the river Speyandcrossed
the river at Carron. We then crossedthe A95 Grantownto Aberlourroad and
headedround the backof Ben Rinneswhere the snow was lying makingour

drivingabit more challengingespeciallythe steephill leadingdownto the right

turn onto the B9009.Followingthe B9009we arrivedin Tomintoulwherethere

wasno signof closedsnowgateor anysignageo indicateclosuresowe headed
on to the Lecht. The skicentre at the summit was desertedasthere wasnot

enoughsnowto coverthe slopessowe continueddown the other and stopped
for a coffee and blether at the Goodbrandand RossCafeat Corgarff. Once
refreshedwe continuedthroughsnowshowe's on the A944then turning south

on the A97towards Ballaterwhere we crossedthe river Deeand headedeast
on south Deesideto Potarchwhere we had our lunch break. The cafe was
extremely busy and as there were only outside tables availablemost crews
opted for a very quickcuppaandbite then backon the roadto getwarm.

LeavingPotarchwe followed an unclassifiedroad headingsouth eastcrossing
the B976and joining the B974to take usto FettercairnacrossCairn2 Qa 2 dzy 0 ®
Bynow the sunhadappearedandthe viewsacrosshe Anguscountrysidewere



stunning. Onthe descentwe passedhe lovelyrestaurantat/ t | (i Brigh® y Q
it wasall closedup - hopefullyit will reopenwhenthe tourist seasorbegins.

From Fettercairnwe headedto Edzellwhere we took a right at the first

roundaboutand there beganthe secondsectionof the navigationaltest. This
time we were given a seriesof tulip signswith direction but no mileageor

instructionswhich proved a little trickier than the first test but with a bit of

thought, an OSmap and a lot of luck we managedto navigateour way on the

tiny roadsthat took usup hill, downdale,throughfarmyardsandoverminiature
bridges. Therewasa lot of mud on the road makingit quite slipperyin places
and avoidingpotholesmadefor an interestingslalomcoursebut all in all good
fun roads. Again, landmarkswere used for proof of passage. Once the

navigationsectionwasfinished,we joined the GlenClovaroad headingsouth
towards Kirriemuir where once againwe joined unclassifiedroads almost to

Blairgowrie the CouparAngusandbackto Perthon the A94.

It wasgreatto seeall carssafelyreturn to Broxdenalbeit a tad on the muddy
sideandafter agoodchatmostof the crewsheadedhome,oneor two choosing
to stayand restbefore headingoff nextmorning. Thiswasthe first ERD@vent
that Donand | had entered and we thoroughlyenjoyedthe driving, navigation
and the friendly people we met over the weekend. Unfortunately,the next
eventisthe samedayasa Highbind CarClubtour but we will definitely be back.
Thankyouto all the organiserdor makingthe weekendsoenjoyable.

¢ = Thanks to Alan
Thompson, Ken
Brown and Tracey
Johnstone for
allowing us to use
their photographs.




CCHMSC 2023 EVENTS

MAY 14 Red Hackle Tour
JULY 23 Tour of the Ochils
SEPTEMBER Z%ally of the Borders
DECEMBER 3 Classic High Tea

The Red Hackle Tour - 14 May

Our tribute tour to the Black Watch. Start and

finish to be once again at the Black Watch

Museum Perth. This venue has very

successfully been used as the start finish -
venue in several past years. Organisers Ron Adam &
George Shand have been working on yet

another new route.



FOR SALE

1970 Austin 1300 Road Rally Prepared
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